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Thrift, Vintage Shops That Are Hidden Within
Other Places
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Thrift, vintage and secondhand shopping have all gone mainstream, fueled by sustainability, one-of-a-kind
finds and budget-friendly prices.

Which is why Long Islanders are always on the lookout for fresh destinations. Some stores may fly under the
radar thanks to locations or names that don’t spell out that they’re vintage or thrift.

"Some hidden gems may be right in your backyard," says Amityville-based Alison Bossert, whose YouTube
channel, "Long Island Thrifter," covers this retail turf. "You have to know where to look."

Diligence comes in handy, too. "l always tell people that whenever they go to these stores to look up and
down and walk around 10 times," she tells Newsday. "You’re going to see new things every time you walk in."

Follow our guide to shops you may have overlooked — or need to revisit.
Wilson’s Dry Dock, Glen Cove

"Cool old stuff inside," reads a sign on a surfboard outside the store that’s tucked inside Safe Harbor marina
and named after Wilson’s Garage in "The Great Gatsby."

That cool stuff includes vintage Ralph Lauren apparel, old Grateful Dead concert shirts, antiques, nautical
decor and models, plus artwork. Prices range from under $35 to $500 and up.

Eric McCarthy, 60, who’s worked in real estate and hospitality, took over the store four years ago. He finds
items through personal and professional networks. "People walk in," he says, "and they’re absolutely floored
by what's inside."

North Fork Parish Outreach, Southold

The volunteer-staffed thrift store, like its sister food pantry, is run by the North Fork Parish Outreach. Shop
sales support the organization’s efforts to help individuals and families in need.

Donated merchandise includes clothing, vintage records, homewares, sterling silver, jewelry and decorative
lighthouses. Bossert found a vintage aluminum Moet Chandon Champagne bucket for $5.

"Even though we’re right on the main road, somehow people can miss us," says parish outreach director
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Maria Fedele. "Newcomers often say, ‘You have so many treasures in here.

Hope Springs Eternal Second Chance Boutique, Port Jefferson Station


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40longislandthrifter&data=05%7C02%7CNicole.Brewer%40stonybrookmedicine.edu%7Cd7278881f654422487e308ded62059c1%7Ceafa1b31b194425db36656c215b7760c%7C0%7C0%7C639183631605820843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R4OkkItYx5gWr%2BDv62%2BpytVvBT%2BxJxGHvs7emtYHK2A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40longislandthrifter&data=05%7C02%7CNicole.Brewer%40stonybrookmedicine.edu%7Cd7278881f654422487e308ded62059c1%7Ceafa1b31b194425db36656c215b7760c%7C0%7C0%7C639183631605820843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R4OkkItYx5gWr%2BDv62%2BpytVvBT%2BxJxGHvs7emtYHK2A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsday.com%2Flong-island%2Fgreat-gatsby-100th-anniversary-fitzgerald-rsb28k1i&data=05%7C02%7CNicole.Brewer%40stonybrookmedicine.edu%7Cd7278881f654422487e308ded62059c1%7Ceafa1b31b194425db36656c215b7760c%7C0%7C0%7C639183631605884794%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UZAIC%2Fx3G3ylsMEMJIjrpjB8inOqfyHaVRZc9%2FepQX0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsday.com%2Fentertainment%2Fmusic%2Fthe-grateful-dead-on-long-island-celebrate-50-years-with-concerts-i69432&data=05%7C02%7CNicole.Brewer%40stonybrookmedicine.edu%7Cd7278881f654422487e308ded62059c1%7Ceafa1b31b194425db36656c215b7760c%7C0%7C0%7C639183631605938961%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zfpkIAVdVKNuE9iJ9npZDuaJyBWviPfMZZPckFON0Js%3D&reserved=0

"We call this our store of treasures," says shop volunteer Margaret Bell, 82. Sales benefit Hope House’s
various efforts, including addiction recovery.

Ever-changing donated merchandise includes furniture, housewares, clothing, instruments, shoes, lamps,
glassware, antiques and artwork. Some books sell for $1. An antique hand-crank record player went for
around $250.

"They do such a great job in curating the shop," Bossert says. "There’s a bit of set design happening here."
The Andy Foundation Yard Sale Shop, Garden City Park

Jill Palmeri created the Andy Foundation in 2004 to help kids in honor of her son, Andrew, who was 11 when
he was fatally hit by a car.

Expanding from its yard-sale beginnings, the shop carries knickknacks, furniture, art, jewelry, glassware and
Swarovski crystals. Prices range from $2 to several hundred dollars. Proceeds benefit the foundation.

"Twenty years later, people are still surprised at the store," says Palmeri, 71, who sells real estate. "You can’t
tell how big the store is from the outside."

Nor can customers predict what’s inside on any given visit. Bossert scored a 1940s Red Wing Pottery cookie
jar. "It’s a fabulous high-end find," she says.

The Church Attic, Amityville

The shop, in association with the First United Methodist Church, has run for 52 years. It carries a wide range
of donated items including home goods, clothing, jewelry and furniture.

"Some items are free. We also have some really beautiful things that might be around $100," says Melissa
Kennedy, who helps head up the store.

A display area is designed around seasonal and monthly specials. "Red, White and Blue" is the theme for July,
with 50% discounts on color-coded items. Proceeds support the church and other charities.

Long Island Trading Post, Bellmore

"The store has everything — furniture, collectibles, chandeliers, accessories, and jewelry, everything you can
imagine," Bossert says. One of the favorite items she found here: a $10 leather tote bag she used for two years
before reselling it.

Profits support Long Island Family and Eldercare initiatives and services, and the store operateson a
volunteer basis, says Bob Newman, who helps run the organization.

"Everything in the store is for sale, unless you need it and you can't afford it, then it's free. As long as it’s fair,
we’re happy to say if we don't put prices on anything," says Newman, who works in real estate. "l trade people
sometimes for random acts of kindness instead of money. There’s nothing typical about us."

Eastern Long Island Opportunity Shop, Greenport

Nicknamed the Op Shop, the store has been in business for 62 years. Eastern Long Island Hospital was
renamed Stony Brook Eastern Long Island Hospital in 2019 but the store name predates that shift. Shop sales
support the hospital.



Merchandise includes gently used clothes, household items, furniture, books and gifts, all sourced through
donations. Prices range from $1 to around $100 and up for designer items. Six years ago, the store began
selling consignment items.

"Thrifting is very much in vogue," says the shop's auxiliary president, Helene Fall. "A lot of people are very
much into it and have been discovering us."

Bossert purchased a pair of 1960s ginger jar lamps for $20 and had them rewired. "They’re keepers," she says.
7 SHOPS TO SEEK OUT
The thrill of the hunt is part of thrift and vintage shopping. Here are seven stores to make discoveries:

e The Andy Foundation Yard Sale Shop, 195 Herricks Rd., Garden City Park; 516-739-
1717, @theandyfoundation, theandyfoundation.org

e The Church Attic, 47 Broadway, Amityville; 631-264-4555, facebook.com/churchattic

e Eastern Long Island Opportunity Shop, 321 Main St., Greenport; 631-477-1120, elihoppshop.com

e Hope Springs Eternal Second Chance Boutique, 19 Chereb Lane, Port Jefferson Station, 631-509-
1101, @hope_springs_eternal_thrift

e Longlsland Trading Post, 2034 Newbridge Rd, Bellmore; 516-826-4483, @longislandtradingpost

e North Fork Parish Outreach, 56025 Rte. 25, Southold; 631-477-6607, @northforkparishoutreach

e Wilson's Dry Dock, 128 Shore Rd., Glen Cove, 516-662-2821, @wilsonsdrydock
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